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‘“‘ KENNEL ADVICE.” 


The Stock-keeper is very irate because it has lost 
the assistance of a veterinary surgeon who for 
some time has supplied their pages with kennel 
advice. Apparently their adviser has ceased owing 
to some complaint made by the Registration Com- 
mittee of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
We gather this from the Editor’s reference to “ the 
arbitrary action of the Royal Veterinary College,” 
but we can assure him that the College at Camden 
Town has no power to interfere and has not done 
so. We should not have noticed the Editor’s ex- 
pressions of annoyance had he not gone out of his 
way to speak ill of the veterinary profession. He 
says “Placing entirely upon one side the incon- 
venience inflicted upon our readers, who number 
thousands of dog owners of all degrees, the wkase 
must have the effect of directing public attention to 
the lack of knowledge regarding the ailments of the 
canine race which is rampant in the veterinary pro- 
fession.”” This of course is a gross libel, and we 
would rather believe it due to the writer’s ignorance 





than to an attempt to belittle the profession which | 
he thinks has hurt him. The general ignorance of 
the veterinary profession concerning canine disease | 
18, the Editor thinks, the cause of so many dog owners 
Writing tonewspapersforadvice. We think there are | 
other reasons. Many persons prefer advice for 2d. 
to advice at 2/6. There is a large section of the 
public that delights in the practice of medicine, and | 
that would not willingly forego prescribing for their 
friends and for their pets. The enormous sales of | 
quack medicines, the existence of Christian Science, 
the suecess of “electric ” paraphernalia, are all 
evidence of the ignorance of the public in matters 
medical. It would be wonderful indeed if masses 
of persons did not show the same ignorance about 
their dogs that they constantly exhibit about them- 
Selves. : r 

The Stock-keeper seems to fancy that the veteri- | 
lary profession object to their members prescribing | 
1. hewspapers for cases they have never seen, on | 
Some ideas of “ prestige and dignity.” This is not 





the eos ME. ; 
— We object to men conducting a practice 
ithout seeing their patients, and _ publishing 


— Which are perhaps diametrically opposite 
a . en given by another veterinary surgeon 
“a Poon seen the case. We object to a_holder of 
‘ih oe assuming an office where he is free 
ons esponsibility to the owner of the animal 

treatment. And we object to the name and 





add : g 
ess of a professional man being weekly adver- 
head of a newspaper column. | 


Used at the 


The Stock-keeper would have done better to put 
up with its loss than to write querulousand spiteful 
paragraphs about a profession that, at any rate, is 
doing its Corporate best for the live-stock of the 
country. 








EPIZOOTIC LYMPHANGITIS. 


I was very glad to see in the issue of The Veteri- 
nary Record last week that the Board of Agriculture 
had taken some notice of the disease Epizootic 
Lymphangitis. The competition with mechanical 
transport, which the horse has to contend against 
just now, is sufficiently severe without adding to it 
the chance of an outbreak of a new contagious 
disease, and every step should be taken to prevent 
the latter getting a firm hold. 

I have not seen the circular letter of the Board, 
but I gather from your Editorial on the subject that 


' great emphasis is laid on the fact “ that every horse 


with a chronic ‘thick leg’ on which sores are pre- 
sent is to be suspected of being affected.” 

This emphasis on the point of “thick legs” is 
unfortunate because itis misleading. In my exper- 
ience it is extremely rare for a case to have any 
general thickening of the leg at the commencement 
of the attack. It is only after a considerable period 
that this will take place, and not until long after the 
sores have appeared. Also it must be borne in mind 
that the legs are not more frequently attacked than 
any other part of the body. 

As I pointed out a week or two ago to the Liver- 
pool University Veterinary Medical Association, the 
term lymphangitis is in itself misleading because we, 
as veterinary surgeons, have so long been accus- 
tomed to connect with this name a swollen condi- 
tion of one or more of the legs, and with this pic- 
ture in our mind weare likely to overlook the really 
characteristic lesions, which are essentially a cording 
of the lymphatics on any part of the body, usually 
starting with a sore, and having on the track of the 
lymphatics small swellings which ultimately break 
down. 

Appended is a short tabulated list of the cases I 
have actually had under my care within the last 
fifteen months, in order to show that legs are by no 
means the only parts affected, and that genera! 
thickening of the part is rare. These remarks are 
based not only on these cases but many others ; 
these, however, are the only ones of which I have 
accurate statistics. 

I hope the Editor will forgive me if I question his 
figure for the number of cases that have occurred. 
Seven!!! Where did he get that number from ? 
I think he might add aO on to it and then be under 
the mark. 
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No. of Case.’ Position of Lesion. Enlargement. 


1 Hind leg General enlargement 
2 = No enlargement 
{ Back ” 
4 Hind leg ° ve 
5 Side of face and 

jugular furrow - 
6 Side of neck e 
7 Fore leg mt 
8 Temporal region ai 
9 Hind leg is 

E. E. Martry, Capt., A.V.D. 


Ist February, 1904. 











SARCOMA OF THE PENIS IN A DOG— 
AMPUTATION. 


Henry Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., 
New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


The Sulject was a cross bred Irish terrier, aged 
12 years. The dog was admitted to the College 
Infirmary suffering from paraphymosis of the penis. 
The cause of this was a tumour on the end of the 
organ which, in addition to appearing unsightly, 
used to bleed and soil the carpets. The tumour 
was about the size of a nutmeg, but there was also 
some swelling of the organ from protrusion. On 
making an examination of the prepuce several more 
tumours of an evidently similar growth could be 
seen and felt at the posterior end. The tumour at 
the end of the penis had been there for some 
months. It was decided to remove the growth on 
the penis, but to leave the others alone. 

The dog was chloroformed ; then the penis pulled 
out as far as possible and a catheter passed. An 
assistant now tied a tape round the organ as far 
back as possible, which retained the catheter in 
position and prevented the penis being withdrawn. 
The organ was then cut through with the exception 
of the urethra by a circular incision. The situation 


granulated over. The sutured parts of the urethra 
had retained their positions, and the end of the 
penis had a nice round appearance. At this time 
another small tumour about the size of a bean had 
made its appearance on the dorsum of the penis 
about 14 inches from the stump. 

On microscopic examination the tumour proved 
to be a sarcoma of the large round-celled type. It 
had evidently developed from the tissues just under 


_the epidermis; in places the latter covering the 
growth had ulcerated. The tumour had very little 





stroma. 








ACUTE PLUMBISM IN CATTLE. 


I think one is justified in concluding that the 
majority of lead poisoning outbreaks that veteri- 
nary surgeons are called upon to investigate are 
invariably characterised by at least sub-acute or 
more often chronic phenomena. This is no doubt 
largely due to the insoluble nature of the metal 
and its salts. That, however, acute outbreaks do 
occur the following report will show. 

The owner of a herd of pedigree Devons had two 
of his best breeding cows die suddenly, one having 
been ill for nine hours, the other for five hours, 
death occurring in each case on the same day. We 
did not see either case alive as the distance was 
great and happened on a Sunday, but the owner, a 
very observant man, detailed the following symp- 
toms :—Both animals were seized suddenly in the 
field, were had home, when one became delirious 
and broke her horns, the other, although excitable 
and wild, was more under control; both presented 
symptoms of acute abdominal pain, getting up and 
down, switching the tail and kicking the abdomen, 
with occasional fits of bellowing. The eyes very 
bold and glassy, and pupils dilated. Bowels consti- 
pated, feces coated, blood stained, and dark. Slight 
tympanitis, respiration very hurried, gait unsteady, 


of this circular incision was about the anterior end | beginning in the hind legs and extending to the 
of the os penis, a little of the bone being cut away. | front limbs, producing paralysis, death taking place 


The urethra was next dissected out for a distance 
of half-an-inch in an anterior direction and cut 


through. The end of the penis could then be re- 
moved. A slit was made in the under surface of the 


urethra extending from the free end to the place 
where it disappeared into the penis. Two other 
slits were then made so as to divide the urethral 
tube into three equal segments. HH one imagines a 


circle containing an equilateral triangle with its | 


apex below, the points of contact of the triangle 
and circle will represent the sites of the incisions. 





The upper segment was sutured to the skin of the | 


dorsum of the penis, and the lateral segments to the 
skin of the sides of the organ. 
taken off, the catheter had been removed previous 
to the suturing, and the penis returned into the pre- 
puce. There was little hemorrhage. 
were removed on the fourth day. 

I saw the animal five months after the operation 


and there was not the slightest sign of any stricture. | lung was the seat of hypostasis. 


The tape was then | 


The sutures | 


colour and easily stripped, leaving the underly! 


shortly after. 
Post-mortem.—The blood somewhat dark in colour 
and tarry in consistence, the abdomen tympamiue. 
The rumen well filled with ingesta, grass, hay, 
cake, corn, etc. The reticulum contained a quat- 
tity of grit, a few pieces of charcoal three or ou! 
copper rivets (such as are used in threshing mills) 
and about a dozen lead pellets to v slit. The 
abomasum was filled with somewhat thick ingest 
The mucosa of this organ was very pale grey v6 
g 
coats the seat ofan intense inflammation, pat icularly 
round the pylorus. The whole length of the sma 
intestine was the seat of a pareuchymatous enter! 
tis, but singularly enough the large intestine seem® 
to have almost escaped the inflammatory proce” 
The liver was pale and friable as also the kidney 
The spleen was extremely pale and shrunken. * 
lungs contained a little frothy mucus, and the ne 
The right heat 


5. 


1€ 


Moreover the exposed end of the os penis had! was gorged with a black blood clot, and also the 
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yena cava. The brain and spinal cord were not 
examined. The other case was only partially exam- 
ined, inasmuch as the alimentary tract was forwarded 
to Dr. Lauder, Royal Veterinary College, for 
analysis. who reports having detected lead to the 
extent of 2 1-8th grains in 24 ozs. of tissue and 
ingesta. 

Remarks.—The cattle on this farm were grazing 
in three lots, well separated from each other, and 
singularly enough the field in which those cattle fed 
had by reason of its close situation to the homestead 
been used indiscriminately by a late tenant as a 
kind of cemetery, burying all sorts of cases, and 
naturally before the real cause of death became 
known, and judging from the suddenness of death 
etc., we carefully examined the cutaneous and 
visceral blood for anthrax, but with negative results. 
The field not being near any smelting works or rifle 
range set aside the pasture as a probable medium. 
There was, however, a stream bordering one side of 
the field to which the cattle had access. This stream 
had its origin in a large pond, in point of fact it 
was the overflow and did duty in driving the mill 
wheel, whence it was conveyed by pipes under the 
farm buildings, eventually finding exit to the field in 
question. On examining minutely this water course 
we detected that the projecting pipe leading to the 
mill lade had been plastered up with what appeared 
tous to be a mixture of white and red lead, more- 
over some of this had dropped into the wheel bed, 
bespattering the hood over which the water per- 
colated. Upon further enquiry we found that a 
junior had had this work committed to him, and it 
appears used his material somewhat carelessly. 

It is needless to add we had all cattle removed 
from the field on our first visit, and that no more 
deaths took place. The owner had compensation for 
the loss he sustained. 

Wo. Scort, F.R.C.V.S. 

Bridgwater. 


—_——— _ 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


RvuPtuRE oF THE UTERUS IN THE MARE AND 
Cow.—By M. G. de Bruty. 


(Continued from page 479.) 


The symptoms of rupture of the uterus are not 
always alike. They depend on the situation of the 
tent and the manner in which it arises. One symp- 
‘om, always constant, is the cessation of labour 
Pains, not only of contraction of the uterus but also 
of abdominal pressure. In most cases no blood 
comes from the vagina; but where this is the case 
eXamination aly yays reveals the fact that the inferior 





Wail of the cervix is torn : hzemorrhage must also be | 


ascribed to this circumstance. Following cases 

may now be given: 

—o rent arises suddenly at the small curva- 

tha ar me anterior uterine segment). Hzmor- 

and |S very considerable on account of the number 
Size of the blood vessels situated there. The 


Cod flows into the abdomen and death cccurs very 


| 


quickly from hemorrhage. I encountered a case of 
this kind in a fat five-year-old cow. Within half-an- 
hour the animal died with anwmic spasms. On ex- 
ploration I felt the numerous vessels with the apex 
of the anterior segment. 

In the cases noted by me one symptom that im- 
mediately attracted my attention was the groaning 
of the animal with her mouth wide open. Whether 
this symptom is the result of violent pain or whether 
it is merely asymptom accompanying the anwmic 
spasms is uncertain. ' 

(5) The rent arises in the anterior segment, but 
layerwise, that’s at first the muscular coat tearing, 
then the mucosa and serosa. Hemorrhage here is 
much less because through the contraction of the 
muscularis the vessels become partly pressed to- 
gether. What is more there arises a considerable 
clot between both these coats so long as the serosa 
and mucosa are not rent. Ifnow the rent becomes 
complete the clot can remain at the place and on 
exploration can felt. 

In many cases through involution of the uterus 
the rent will very soon go back to a third of its 
size, and the clot disappears gradually. If involu- 
tion goes on undisturbed then the danger is over in 
two or three days. If the foetal envelopes are re- 
tained and putrefy, then the clot becomes infected 
and thus great danger of a fatal peritonitis arises. 
If it happens that the clot is so loose that it be- 
comes, as it were, washed away by the hemorrhage 
then the result may be fatal in a few hours. The 
quantity of blood a cow can lose without death 
occurring is often very considerable. 

In one case in a breech presentation a hind leg 
was removed and half of the pelvis on the same 
side. Immediately after birth a gush of blood came 
from the vagina, and on exploration a rent was 
found on the under wall of the cervix, and there 
was violent hemorrhage. Before one could make 
tampons the hemorrhage was less as the cow was 
fast becoming bloodless, death was expected every 
moment. Vagina and cervix were tamponised. The 
patient was given a great quantity of water to re- 
place the fluid lost; also coffee and wther were 
given. After two hours the sleepy and recumbent 
patient was better; after a few hours appetite re- 
turned. On the third day she died of puerperal in- 
fection (phegmony in the parametrium). 

In another case a calf at birth got stuck at the 
loins and was delivered by the traction of taree men. 
After delivery the cow lay flat down and a large 
quantity of bright red blood flowed from the vagina. 
On exploration it was found that the under wall of 
the cervix was rent. When a tampon was pressed 
over the rent for quarter of an hour bleeding ceased. 
Involutio uteri progressed normally, and the patient 
completely recovered, yet here the conjunctive and 
mucous membranes were blanched and the pulse 
could scarcely be felt. The general treatment re- 
solves itself into giving large quantities of water by 
the mouth.—(Ex Berliner Thierdrzt. Woch ) ” 

G. M. 


(To be continued.) 
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This allows, and prompts, the suggestion that the con-| in which the poison was contained. Supply of these 
tinued increase of the disease in the country is not | articles is obtained from all parts of the world where 
altogether the outcome of a mere extension of the | sheepand goat breeding is an element in agricultural in- 
malady through the operation of old abiding causes, | dustry. Over 320,000 tons of wool and hair was im- 
but in some measure at least the result of the repeated | ported into this country in 1901, and of this huge total 
introduction of fresh virus from outside sources. ae eonsignments were made from India, Africa, 

It is no doubt quite true that a disease such as we] Persia, Asiatic Turkey, and other distant countries 
are discussing may and does increase, in spite of exist- | where anthrax prevails and sanitary control is an un- 
ing precautions, by virtue of extension of the old stock | known quantity. Like most other merchandise it varies 
of contagion against which it has been found difficult | in quality between good and bad. The former is made 
under existing circumstances to impose a barrier; but | up of fleeces shorn from healthy animals, while the 
it is of the first importance that any addition to that | latter is largely composed of what is known as “ fallen” 
stock should, as far as possible, be guarded against | wool, 7.¢., wool removed from the skins of sheep which 
by the enforcement of reasonable sanitary precautions. | have died, and among them those of anthrax infected 

Such an increase in anthrax prevalence as appears to | animals. 
have taken place during the past 10 years would, if | One result of the operation of “sorting” is to separate 
allowed to go on, become a serious element of danger not | from the wool the dust and dirt, excrement, blood, and 
only to farm stock but likewise to Public Health, for; pieces of skin, especially abundant in “ fallen” fleeces 
experience has taught us that, notwithstanding the|and those of inferior grade. These matters when 
spread of information regarding the danger attaching | accumulated in sufticient quantity are disposed of for 
to anthrax carcases, there are still many persons who | immediate application to the land, or to be mixed with 
open and dress them with impunity, and on occasions | other fertilising materials in the manufacture of artificial 
even send them to large commercial centres to be dis- | manure. But this is not the only outlet for infection 
posed of for human food. which may be incorporated with the refuse so removed. 

Trade and commerce, national and international, have} After sorting, the wool is passed two or three times 
ever been, and having regard to the increasing inter-| through a solution of soapand water at a temperature of 
change of merchandise will ever continue to be a factor | 110° to 140° The water used for this purpose is then 
in the dissemination of disease both in man and the] run into settling tanks, where short hairs and dirt are 
lower animals, and it seems to me, as it may also ap-| deposited and ultimately added to the general stock of 
pear to others who are familiar with the haunts of | dust removed from the wool in the process of sorting, 
anthrax in their relation to industrial establishments of | and with it is disposed of for manurial purposes. The 
one kind and another, that it is in this direction we ! liquid, after being freed from the grease it contains, is 
must turn for an explanation of that great increase | discharged into any drain or watercourse at hand, and it 
of anthrax prevalence to which reference has been made. | is permissible to suggest that this and the sedimentary 

As leading up to the point at which we desire to | matters and dust above referred to are from time to 
arrive it is important to note the frequent occurrence of | time the bearers of anthrax contagion on to land as well 
sickness and death in the operatives engaged in hide | as into rivers and streams accessible to live stock, else 
warehouses, tanneries, wool, felt, and other works deal- | why should anthrax be so exceptionally prevalent in the 
ing with animal products. The facts which have been | West Riding of Yorkshire, Somersetshire, Lancashire, 
developed in this connection are material to the question | Devon, and other counties where the wool, hair, and felt 
we have to consider, inasmuch as they stand in possible | industries largely prevail ? 
relation with the increasing prevalence of anthrax in the! That the danger to stock from the water waste which 
animals of the farm. leaves these factories is a real one will be shown by 

Up to 1880 the attention of the Local Government | facts bronght to light by Mr. Spears, of the Local 

3oard had from time to time been directed to the | Government Board, while conducting his investigation 
occurrence of a disease of a fatal character in and about | into the nature and origin of woolsorters disease Im 

sradford, specially affecting persons employed in the | Bradford in 1880. His knowledge of the zoological dis- 
handling of wool in factories devoted to the manufacture | tribution of anthrax led him to extend his enquiry into 
of worsted, and in consequence an exhaustive enquiry | the local prevalence of the disease among animals of the 
was made by Mr. Spear into all the circumstances, not farm, asa result of which it was found that the slop 
only of the disease but of the trade out of which it ap-| water from the “bowl” in which the mohair and other 
peared to arise. As the result of that enquiry it was wool was washed was allowetl to flow into the rillage 
established on the most convincing evidence both drain, and thence on to two grass tields over which, with 
clinical, pathological, bacteriological, and experimental, the sewage of the village, it was distributed by irrigation 
that what up to then had been variously regarded by | channels.. Of a number of cattle and sheep turned on 
medical practitioners --sometimes as septiczemia, at | to these pastures three of the former and two of the 
others as congestion of the lungs, and again as bron-| latter had recently died. Post-mortem examunatiol 
chitis, pneumonia, or encephalitis, according as the | revealed the usual pathological appearances indicative 
symptoms favoured the one ailment or the other, was in | of anthrax. Specimens of the blood were found to col 
reality a clinical variety of anthrax This having been tain the Baci//us anthracis, and gave positive results 
made clear by indisputable proof, evidence was sought! when inoculated into healthy animals. From this Mr. 
for as to the source of the anthrax poison. Here it was | Spears concluded that “the disease among the catt 
found that persons who engaged in the sorting or other- | was identical with that among woolsorters, and that the 
wise handling of certain parcels “ of wool or hair of sheep | infection was obtained from the same source.’ 
or goats” became stricken with the disease, while others; If the virus-laden effluent and solid refuse from these 
employed on other parcels altogether escaped, and this | factories has continued to be disposed of in the sam 
limitation of the sickness to particular parcels was re- | way the reason of the heavy incidence of anthrax on 


. ; - = ae ; sin 
eated so frequently that no doubt as to their concern | West Riding of Yorkshire and some other vans be 
think, ‘ 





in the production of the disease was entertained even | which similar industries are carried on may, 
by the employés, who had come to speak of it as the | safely inferred. 

“woolsorter's ” disease. The known prevalence of It is a regretable feature in the locati 
anthrax in countries whence the fleeces were drawn, to- of many other factories, that they are 
gether with the absence of any other appreciable source , situated on the banks of rivers and streams W 
of infection to which the workers had access left the, made the receptacles for waste matter of 
conclusion that wool and mohair constituted the vehicles character, both organic and inorganic. 
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Turning to those other branches of trade with which 
anthrax infection is frequently associated, viz., the hide 
and skin industries, there is much both in the history 
of the material with which they deal and the methods 
they engage upon it to interest the veterinarian in the 
pursuit of his sanitary work. In this, as in the trade 
we have just considered, anthrax claims its toll of 
human life, and with its waste products the virus of the 
disease is set free in such way as sooner or later to be- 
come accessible to farm stock both in food and water. 
Reference to Table III shows that between five and six 


TABLE III. 
QUANTITIES [IMPORTED INTO GREAT BriTAtn. 











Article. 1887 1902 
Bones 59,231 tons 67,269 tons 
Hair (Goat’s Wool) 18,146,738 lbs. 22,366,281 Ibs. 
Dry Hides 626,652 cwts. 353,087 ewts. 
Wet Hides 523,540 ,, 757,175 ,, 


Skins and Furs (a) 4,889,119 skins 
Skins and Furs (b) 8,968,897 ,, 
Wool(Sh.or Lambs) 573,180,904 Ibs. 
Wool (c) 8,123,840 lbs. 8,589,140 ,, 


(2) Goat undressed. (b) Sheep and Lamb. (c) Other 
kinds and flocks, including Alpaca, Vicuna, and Llama. 


19,601,436 skins 
15,109,399 ,, 
686,956,308 Ibs. 








thousand tons of hides, and between twenty and _ thirty 
million skins of sheep and goats, are annually imported 
into this country from abroad. Like wool and hair, they 
come from parts of the world where anthrax largely pre- 
vails, and where sanitary legislation and control is either 
in its infancy or non-existent. In such circumstances 
large numbers of hides and skins removed from fallen 
or diseased animals, and among them many anthrax 
stricken beasts, are thrown on to our market and dis- 
tributed over the country to be worked in our tanneries. 
Hides and skins are imported under two trade classes 
distinguished as “ wet” and dry. The former, after being 
treated with salt or some other preservative, are stacked 
until the time arrives for their being put on. the ship. 
The latter are dried by exposure to wiud and sun, or 
treated with an application of brine, salt earth, or petro- 
leum, designed partly to assist in the cure and partly to 
protect them from the ravages of parasites. Those 
coming in a dried state are not immediately workable, 
and can only be dealt with after being softened by a 
prolonged period of soaking in water. Excremental 
matters and other filth, besides such anthrax virus as 
may be attached to them, are washed off and ultimately 
ass away into the nearest river, drain, or stream, possi- 
ly to be conducted through adjoining meadows and 
mlx with the water supply of cattle with which they may 

*pastured. Or, as Mr. Spears has pointed out, in 


it from another in a different occupation and which pro- 
vided drinking water to the cattle on either side was 
found to receive the discharges from the “soaks” and 
wash pits of a large tannery half-a-mile above, where 
hides from nearly every part of the world, including 
the East Indies and China, were dealt with.” It was 
found also that in the preceding April two of a flock of 
forty sheep, after two days occupation of the same 
marsh, died suddenly; and that in the early part of the 
same year two heifers pastured in the field on the oppo- 
site of the ditch were found dead. 

In the following November when the eleven cows had 
been some nine weeks again in the field one was found 
dead in the ditch, and on December 12th another was 
found dead, and other cases followed later on. 

To these examples of soil infection and water infec- 
tion by solid or liquid waste from tanneries might be 
added others from kindred establishments. But we 
pass on to remark that much of the refuse from these 
and other factories dealing with animal products finds 
its way into the hands of the manure manufacturer, and 
mixed with other ingredients is employed for fertilising 
purposes in our corn and root growing districts, with the 
possible, nay, the inevitable result of establishing new 
centrés of infection. 

It may be allowed that for the most part these virus- 
laden materials are safeguarded by exposure to the des- 
tructive action of mineral acids in the course of manu- 
facture, but the presence of that other part which must 
also be allowed to exist still remains, from the view 
point of the sanitarian, a dangerous quantity. 

Then we have the knackerman, who among other 
things receives the carcases of animals which have died 
from various diseases, and frequently disposes of them 
for purposes which must from time to time add to the 
spread of anthrax contagion. 

The business of the fellmonger, involving as it does 
the soaking and washing of skins, lends itself to the 
scattering not only of a dangerous effluent into neigh- 
bouring streams, but when combined with the manu- 
facture of manure to the further mischief of conveying 
infection into the soil. 

Leather dressing, felt works, glue and size works, 
where waste products of tanneries and similar places are 
used up, should not be overlooked, as in some degree 
liable to become sources whence anthrax may be dis- 
tributed. 

Outbreaks of the disease in the neighbourhood of 
these and other similar establishments always call for 
enquiry as to any connection that may exist between 
them in relation of effect to cause, and when the seat of 
the outbreak is found to be connected with the suspected 
factory by means of a watercourse it should be remem- 
bered that a distance of two or three miles between them 
does not necessarily exclude the possibility of danger. 





country places the washing is none in streams which run 
throngh or border on the factory. 

he danger attaching to this process of soaking is | 
forcibly illustrated by facts recorded in Mr. Spears’ re- 
port on “the occurrence of anthrax in the London Hide | 
and Skin Trade.” 

They are as follows: The refuse from the soaks and 
—_ pits, some manure, spent lime, ete. were removed 
_ a tannery in London and applied as a top dressing | 
t pasture we. Ae Surrey. In the following season | 

len the hay grown on this land was being fed to cattle 
cn horses, four out of a lot of five of the former and 

© out of twelve of the latter were attacked with 
anthrax and died. 

‘\Sinilar experience is recorded in the practice of 
near Edgar, of Dartford. Here one of twelve COWS pas- 
a , marshland two miles below Dartford died from 

tax. “ A ditch which bordered the marsh separating 


In this connection the size of the stream, its straight or 
winding course, and the rapidity of its flow are points 
calling for careful consideration. 

The object of this paper is to elicit and accumulate 
experience on anthrax in connection with trade pro- 
cesses, and to determine if possible to what extent, if at 
all, the continued increase in the disease during recent 
years is due to the operation of the latter cause. 





Oxen AT PLovcn.—On the outskirts of the little 
village of Codford, pleasantly situated in the famous 
Wiltshire Downs, for years past Mr. C. Notley has 
had many of his acres furrowed by the aid of pairs of 
oxen yoked to the ploughs. The sight has attracted 
tourists passing along the Codford Road, and many of 
these have snapshots as mementoes.—7'he Meat Trades’ 
Journal, 
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THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


The annual general meeting of the Association 
was held at the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, on Thursday, 
January 28th, at 6.30. The following members were 
present: C. Allen, President, in the chair. Messrs. W. 
Chambers, Capt. W. D. Smith, J. V. Daly, A. E. Met- 
tam, Col. B. L. Glover, W. H. Wilkinson, J. H. Carr, 
W. Cargill-Patrick, A. J. Moffett, J. A. Jordan, J. D. 
Richardson, 8. R. Tufts, J. J. O’Connor, J. F. Craig, 
L. M. Magee, M. Hedley, R. B. Freeman, W. H. Bradley, 
R. H. Lambert, F. Kerr, J. A. Thompson, J. Holland, 
J. J. Kelly, P. J. Howard, and J. McKenny. 

The following wrote expressing their inability to 
attend: Messrs. E. C. Winter, J. D. Whitty, A. O. 
McDowell, Col. J. Reilly, W. A. Young, J. H. Norris, 
G. Newsom, A. Dobbyn, G. B. Miller, T. D. Lambert, 
Sen., T. D. Lambert, Jun., J. Moir, A. F. Walsh, Capt. 
R. H. Holmes, E. Finucane, J. Loughran, T. L. Sim- 
cocks, W. W. Malone, H. Hannan, T. McCauley, J. W. 
Nolans, Prof. Wooldridge, A. M. Crighton, J. Mark, 
S. W. Haffield, L. P. Power, W. Cathcart, A. J. Mac- 
donald, E, Wallis Hoare, W. Russell, D. Hamilton, W. P. 
Cushnahan, G. Dunne, R. Griffin, W. Murphy, T. Me- 
Guinness, C. Jones, G. H. Pollock, W. Pallin, and J. 
Purdy. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following gentlemen were ballotted for and unani- 
mously elected members of the Association: Messrs. 
F. W. Taylor, New Ross ; B. P. J. Mahony, Maryborough; 
Joseph Purdy, Belfast; E. O’Reilly, Navan ; W.J. B. 
Devine, Carrick-on-Suir ; H. Kelly, Drogheda ; H. Ash- 
bee, Belfast ; R. W. Flannery, Belfast; J. E. Johnston, 
Belfast ; S.J. Thompson, Belfast ; J. McLean, Belfast ; 
and J. K. Thompson, Londonderry. 

Mr. P. D. Reavy, Bundoran ; and Mr. R. Garrett, Dub- 
lin ; were nominated for election. 

Mr. HEDLEY explained how matters stood in reference 
to the question of electing a President for 1904. Mr. 
Allen had already been elected their President in con- 
nection with the forthcoming visit in August of the 
National Veterinary Association, and accordingly there 
was no need to discuss the question at their present 
meeting. It was arranged at a Council meeting that it 
should be proposed that Rule No. 16, which deals with 
the election of the President, should be suspended so as 
to admit of Mr. Allen’s services being retained for the 
current year ; and so they now sought that the general 
meeting should by their vote confirm the action of the 
Council. 

On being put to the meeting the proposition was car- 
ried with enthusiasm. 

Mr. ALLEN begged to thank them very much for the 
high honour they had conferred on him ; of course under 
the circumstances he was bound to accept it. Under 
other circumstances he would probably have refused, as 
he thought it very unfair for the same member to 
occupy the presidential chair for more than two years. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. HEDLEY wished to refer to another item, that in 
connection with the 1904 visit of the National Veterinary 
Association. There was always a certain amount of 
money required to do justice to the occasion, and last 
time the Associations paid £10 each to the Fund. But 
they had been able to soarrange their finances that these 
contributions were afterwards refunded. This year their 
Council thought it would be well to guarantee a sub- 
scription of £10, and they therefore asked for the ap- 
proval of that course. If someone would move that the 
Treasurer should hold himself prepared for a guarantee 
of £10 to the National Veterinary Association 1904 Fund 
it would meet the case. 








This was proposed by Col. Glover, and seconded by 
Mr. Jordan, and passed unanimously. 

Mr. McKeEnny reminded them that the report of 
Council was a rather lengthy document. As it would be 
given in detail in the Association’s proceedings, of which 
each member would receive a copy, he suggested it 
might be taken as read. This was agreed to on the 
motion of the President. 

Mr. HEDLEY, as hon. treasurer, wished to know if an 
of the members had any observations to make wit 
reference to the balance sheet, which appeared on the 
back of the notice convening the meeting. There was 
one remark he would like to make, and especially as Mr. 
Magee (one of the auditors) was present, and that was 
that it might be well to have some assurance that their 
certificate to the effect that “there is a balance due to 
the Treasurer of £7 9s.” was correct as shown by the 
accounts. 

Mr. MaGkE could assure the members that the state- 
ment mentioned was certified. They (Mr. Russell and 
himself) having gone carefully over all the vouchers and 
receipts, and the certificate as set forth was merelya 
statement of the facts based on their own scrutiny. 

Mr. Heptey, further explaining the items, pointed 
ont that he was as Treasurer in a very safe position as 
regards the small amount due to him. He had got the 
necessary scrip for the amount (£30) shown as trans- 
ferred to the investment account, so that the £7 9s. was 
a matter of very small concern to him. When the sub- 
scriptions came in again he would be able to recoup 
himself. It was very easy to explain away the ol 
deficit when they noticed the large sum they had been 
able to put away. 

Professor Metra did not quite understand what was 
meant by the “investment account.” Where was the 
rest of the money already put in, and how much had 
they now got invested? It did not appear on the 
balance sheet, and he thought it should be set out. 

Col. GLovER quite agreed with Prof. Mettam. The 
balance sheet should show completely how the Associa- 
tion stood financially. 

Mr. Hepey thought it could be done in future. Of 
course it would not be possible to show the exact value 
of their consols, they could only show the amount of 
money invested. He further explained that £50 in all 
were put aside ; £20 to the Bursary, and £30 to the 
ordinary account, and this year £10 had been added to 
the Bursary Fund. He then proceeded to read_ the 
various proposals with reference to alterations in rules 
additions, etc., as set forth in the notice. 

All the alterations were duly proposed and_ seconded, 
and after some discussion ‘were approved. [These ate 
given in the annual report which follows. ] 

The election of Council for 1904 was then proceeded 
with. Col. Glover and Capt. Smith, A.V.D., acting 
scrutineers, and resulted in the election of the following 
members: Messrs. W. A. Byrne, W. Cargill-Patrick, 
W. H. Wilkinson, C. Jones, W. Chambers, W. Pallin, L, 
M. Magee, P. J. Howard, and E. C. Winter. 

On the motion of Mr. Hedley, seconded by Mr. Me- 
Kenny, a vote of thanks was passed to the scrutimet! 
for their kindness in conducting the election. he 

Mr. McKenny proposed a vote of thanks to the 
auditors, Messrs. Magee and Russell, for the satisfactory 
way in which these gentlemen had fulfilled their arduous 
duties, and the masterly manner in which the accounts 
had been dealt with. 

This was seconded by Mr. Freeman, an 
applause. 


d carried with 


REPORT OF CoUNCIL. 
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Mr. President and Gentlemen,—-Your Council 
much pleasure at this the termination of their vas dat 
as dur- 


the past year in reporting that this Association h iiel 
ing that period progressed most favourably. 
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resumé of the principal matters of importance dealt with 


On the first of January, 1903, the Association had 77 
members on the Register, in January six other members 
were elected, in May 17, in August 19, and at the 
November meeting 11. Owing to the operation of Rule 
9, nine members retired, the total roll now shows 132 
members. This implies that the Association is numeri- 
cally strong, the activity displayed during the year in 
promoting the objects of the Association for the benefit 
of its individual and collective members, implies that it 
is alive and strong. As a proof of this, mention of the 
fact that the Council accomplished, or assisted in over- 
coming, tasks that previously had failed, is evidenced by 
the success in your Council’s endeavours. Chief amongst 
these are the following, viz., exemption of veterinary 
surgeons from attendance on juries, and the recognition 
by the Board of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland of the rights of veterinarians in the grievances 
set forth. The newspaper report of the former (as given 
in The Dublin Daily Express, of June 22nd, 1903) is 
attached to this report, so as to assist our colleagues in 
England and elsewhere to derive from it similar benefits 
to ourselves. It appears that in some cases. in England 
the magistrates have stated they were not aware of the 
facts as set forth by the decision given by seven judges 
inthe Four Courts, Dublin, on Juue 20th, 1903, and 
therefore acted otherwise, as was the practice previous to 
the matter being definitely decided. The following is a 
detailed report of the case. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AS JURORS. 

The Court for Crown Cases Reserved sat on Saturday; 

_ In Nisi Prius Court No. 1, for the purpose of 

hearing the arguments on a case reserved by Mr. Justice 

Andrews from the Commission Court of the County of 

the City of Dublin, which raised the question whether 

veterinary surgeons are liable to be called on to act as 

jurors. The judges present were the Lord Chief Baron, 

Mr. Justice Andrews, Mr. Justice Johnson, Mr. Justice 

Madden, Mr. Justice Barton, Mr. Justice Boyd, and Mr. 
Justice Wright. 

The petitioner, Mr. Charles Allen, veterinary surgeon, 
of 23 Rutland Square, West, Dublin, appealed against 
ti order made against him for payment of a fine of £2 
lor his non-attendance as a juror at the Commission 
Court on 6th February last. The appeal came on for 
learing before Mr. Justice Andrews at the Commission | 
on the Ist April, when petitioner submitted that his non- 
attendance was not a wilful contempt of court, but was 


| theretofore exempted by virtue of any prescription, char- 

ter, grant, writ, or local Act of Parliament. The Royal 
Charter of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
dated March, 1844, declared and granted that the veteri- 
nary art as practised by the members of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons should be thenceforth deemed 
and taken to be recognised as a profession, and that the 
members should be individually distinguished by the 
name or title of veterinary surgeons. The Royal Char- 
ter proceeded to declare that the veterinary art was 
thenceforth recognised by law as a profession. The 
questions for the Court were :—(1) Is the petitioner enti- 
tled to the exemption he claims from being returned and 
from serving on_ any jury, inquest, or inquiry in any 
Court or on any occasion whatsoever ; (2) is the peti- 
tioner entitled to a remission of the fine referred to in 
his aforesaid petition. 

Mr. Dudley White (instructed by Messrs. Peebles and 
Knox) appeared for the petitioner, and argued that 
veterinary surgeons were included in the term “licensed 
medical practitioners.” He cited the various sections of 
the Medical Acts bearing upon the question, and also the 
decided cases. 

Mr. Justice Madden said he was under the impression 
that the foundation of all the exemptions was the benefit 
of mankind, not the dignity of the persons exempted. 

Mr. Justice Johnson said that it might be argued that 
a baker should be exempted. 

Mr. White pointed out that every person exempted in 
the schedule was a person whose labour could not be 
done by deputy. A baker could have his work performed 
by deputy. 

Mr. Justice Johnson said there might be cases in 
country villages where the baker could not have his work 
done by deputy. 

Mr. White said that pharmaceutical chemists were 
now exempted. Their lordships would remember that 
in Bardell v. Pickwick the chemist asked to be exempted 
on the ground that he had not an assistant (laughter.) 
Mr. Justice Starling said he ought to have an assistant, 
and the chemist replied that he could not afford to pay 
for one. The chemist was compelled to serve, but be- 
fore he was sworn he said he was afraid there would be 
a murder before the case was over, as he had only an 
errand boy in his shop, who was under the impression 
that oxalic acid was Epsom salts, and leaves of senna 
laudanum (laughter.) Whether it was owing to that 
counsel was unable to say, but the fact was that 
chemists, being persons whose personal skill and labour 
were required, were now exempted. 





oeeasioned by the fact that he was a person absolutely 
treed and exempted from serving on any jury, inquest, 
vr inquiry inany court, or on any occasion whatsoever, he 
eng a licensed medical practitioner, and he, therefore, 
— that the tine might be remitted. The petition 
ior en out that the petitioner had been practising 
ian still ” years as a veterinary surgeon in Dublin, and 
ieee 7 pening : that he had been admitted as a 
the 19th 0 * - Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on 
me nd pril, 1870, and he produced his diploma of 
practice he certifying that he was fully qualified to 
medicine a and science of veterinary surgery and 
Royal Calle e also stated that he was a Fellow of the 
the Fellowste “. Veterinary Surgeons, having obtained 
of the Veean by examination ; that he was | resident 
; camer an eg ncntion of Ireland, and at one time 
etetinary — the Council of the Royal College of 
Justice ti mngeene. Counsel had argued before Mr. 
from ee that the petitioner should be exempted 
descrint; ig on a jury, inasmuch as he came within the 
Pon of persons exempted in section 20 of the Juries 


"ocednre (Ireland) Act, 39 and 40 Victoria, chapter 78, 
edule annexed thereto, as being a “ licensed 
actitioner” ;and further, inasmuch as he came 
description in the said schedule of persons 


and in the sche 
medical pr; 
"ithin the 


Mr. Justice Madden: It is not improbable that it had 
an etfect. 

The Lord Chief Baron: You don’t think that that 
decision of Mr. Justice Starling is one that we ought to 
follow! (Laughter.) 

Mr. White: No, my lord. 

Mr. Justice Johnson: All this is beside the question. 

Mr. White said he was answering a point his lordship 
put as to certain people being exempted. 

Mr. Cecil Atkimson (instructed by Sir P. Coll, C.B., 
| Chief Crown Solicitor) submitted that the Court must 
' look at the Jury Act itself, and give the exemptions 
| therein specified the strict and literal construction that 
the Act intended, and he contended that “medical prac 
| titioner” could only mean a_ person engaged in the 
| practice of medicine in the ordinary acceptation of the 
‘term, and could not be extended so as to include a 
totally separate class of persons, even though in the 
exercise of their skill they might be concerned in the 
mixing of drugs. Their grievance must ren ain, as in 
. the case of the dentists, until some future Act of Parlia- 
-ment relieved them from this duty. 

The Judges having consulted, 

The Lord Chief Baron announced that the majority 
of the judges were of opinion that the petitioner was 
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entitled to the exemption claimed, and that both ques- 
tions should be answered in the affirmative. 


In the last report, which appeared in 7'he Veterinary 
Record of December 19th, 1903, a précis was given of 
our correspondence with the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction, in the hope that if necessary 
it will be of assistance to other veterinary associations. 
The combined forces of this and other veterinary asso- 
ciations have so strengthened the power of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons that at 
last the grievances under which the Army Veterinary 
Department laboured have, to a considerable extent, 
been removed. 

There is yet under consideration the advisability or 
otherwise of making a suggestion to the authorities with 
reference to veterinarians holding Government appoint- 
ments practising privately, the unsatisfactory and in- 
definite nature of the special duties and fees of veterinary 
inspectors under the Diseases of Animals Acts. To pro- 
perly consider this last question a sub-committee was 
appointed consisting of three members of this Associa- 
tion and three members of the Lrish Central Veterinary 
Association. 

The subject of specialists in the veterinary profession 
has been, and still is, under consideration : as also 
whether or not an endeavour should be made to obtain 
for veterinarians appointments similar to those held by 
dispensary doctors ;and we are in communication with 
wholesale manufacturers of prophylactics with the view 
of making arrangements with them to supply the pro- 
fession with vaccines, etc., at the lowest trade prices. 

Your Council consider it right at this time to draw 
your attention to the fact that for a considerable period 
they have not heard of or from the Defence Association, 
from the Secretary of the Fund ve “The King v. Stud- 
dert and others,” nor yet from the “John Freeman 
Memorial Fund,” although we subscribed £10 to the 
latter. 

Your Council are pleased to be able to inform you 
that Professors Perrocito, Thomassen, Kitt, Bang, and 
Schutz have written expressing the great pleasure it gave 
them to become Honorary Associates of this Society, and 
we have drawn up the following certificate which will be 
duly signed, stamped with our seal, and sent to each of 
them, viz. :— 

Societas Veterinaria at Medica Hiberniz. 
Condita A.D. MpcccLXXXvim. 
Scitoteomnes nos, Preesidem, Vice-Priesides, Concilium 
Societas Veterinarie et Medice Hiberniwe hac 
auctoritate nobis jure concessa a Sociis Societatis, 
his letteris preesentibus Honorarii Associtati titulum 
— adjudicavisse pro documento quanti 
wstimemus merita ejus erga artem Veterinariam. 
Preeses, 
Vice-Priesides, 
(uzestor, 
Secretarius. 
Socii de Rebus Procurandis. 

The following papers were read and discussed at the 
general meetings of this Association during the past 
year :—Mr. Mason, a paper entitled “ 7'he effect of culti- 
vation of the land in diminishing disease amongst 
animals”; Mr. Norris, a paper entitled “ Andocarditis,” 
and exhibited specimens bearing on same ; Mr. Kelly, a 
paper entitled “Some Remarks on Veterinary and 


Medical Serence, Public Interests, and the Duties of the 
State relative thereto” ; Prof. Mettam, a paper entitled 
“Some Lesions of Necrosis in Young Animals.” 

There was under discussion the advisability of estab- 
lishing a library of veterinary and kindred works for 
the use of our members, but the question was consider- 
ed impracticable at the present time. 








The following interesting specimens were exhibited 
and discussed at our general meetings last year, Mr. 
Hedley, a horse shoe with rubber studs at heels ; Mr. 
Healy, an injured hock of a filly ; Mr. Allen, a renal 
calculus ; Mr. Norris, a portable post-mortem knife of 
his own invention. 

Rules 1, 3, 5, 6, 15, and 35 have been altered. 

Rule 14 to read as follows :—‘ The Seal of the Asso- 
ciation shall be the Arms of Ulster, Munster, Leinster, 
and Connaught on a shield, with shamrocks on the 
cross-hatching, the whole surrounded by the words 
‘Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland,’ and shall be 
affixed to certificates granted to honorary associates, to 
agreements and other documents as directed by the 
Council of the Association.” 

Rule 3.—The Association shall consist of— 

(1) Members, Corresponding Members, and Honorary 
Associates. 

Rule 5: addendum :--“‘ Corresponding members shall 
be elected under the following conditions :— 

(a) That whilst resident in Ireland they have been 
members, and (4) that they have gone to reside outside 
Ireland ; (c) that they shall not be in arrears with their 
subscriptions ; and (d) that they shall pay a subscription 
of 2s. 6d. per annum.” 

Rule 6 :—Honorary Associates shall be elected under 
the following conditions :— 

(Sec. e.)—“ A certificate signed by the officers of the 
Association signifying that such election has taken 
place shall be granted.” 

Rule 15 to read as follows :—“ The January meeting 
shall be considered the annual general meeting of the 
Association, at which the election of ofticers and Council 
shall take place, and such other business as may be deter: 
mined upon by the President.” 

Rule 35 to read as follows :—“ The Council shall make 
arrangements for an:annual dinner, to be served at 7.3) 
p.m. immediately on the conclusion of the annual general 
meeting of the Association. The cost of such dinner 
shall not exceed five shillings each member, exclusive of 
wine. Every member bringing a guest to dinner shall 
be accountable for his fee.” a 

In concluding this report for 1903, an opportunity ! 
taken of reminding you that conjointly with the Irish 
Central Veterinary Association we have invited the 
National Veterinary Association to hold the 1904 annua 
meeting in Dublin, and it is sincerely trusted that the 
Irish national spirit of hospitality will accord to the 
visitors a hearty and worthy welcome. In connectiol 
with this, it has been suggested by Council and resolve 
that Mr. Charles Allen (the President of the Association) 
having been elected President of the National Vetermat! 
Association for the Dublin meeting of the year 19; 
so much of Rule 16 as refers to the President be 
suspended to admit of the election of Mr. Allen as pre 
dent of the Association for the year 1904. Also that 
the sum of £10 be guaranteed to the Entertainmet! 
(Local) Fund of the National Veterinary Association. 

On the conclusion of the business portion of the meee 
ing the members and visitors adjourned to dinner, whic! 
was a very pleasant function under the genial charm! 
ship of their popular President. 

When the “ walnuts and wine’ 
ings was reached a number of excellent vocal and 
mental items were given by the following gente" 
Mr. Magee, acting with great ability as impresall)” 
Messrs. McKenny, Cargill-Patrick, J. J. Kelly, © vad 
Howard, Carr (songs); F. Jeffs (comic): al wt 
(violin) ; Mr. Wilkinson being a great success a accom 
panist. 
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CANCER. 


In a paper communicated on Thursday, January 21st, 
tothe Royal Society by Dr. E. 8. Bashford and Mr. 
J. A. Murray, on “The Significance of the Zoological 
Distribution, the Nature of the Mitoses, and the trans- 
missibility of Cancer,” some of the results of the work 
of the Cancer Research Fund during the past year were 
presented. In this paper the authors state that the 
elucidation of cancer is something more than a problem 
of human pathology alone, and indicate the important 
practical assistance which biologists can give in investi- 
gating certain problems which must be settled before 
scientific measures of prevention and cure can be 
devised. 

The authors state that the comparative study of 
cancer has a direct bearing upon cancer as it occurs in 
manu ; the wide zoological distribution, the character of 
the mitoses, and the transmissibility. of cancer being 
held to be nearly related phenomena, with a common 
basis. 

In the opinion of the authors such external conditions 
as the great diversity of the habitat, food, and conditions 
of life generally of the forms in which malignant new 
growths occur are subsidiary factors in determining the 
occurrence of the disease. The essential factors must 
be sought in the potentialities which reside in the cells 
constituting the living body. 

After pointing out that certain anomalous appearances 
have long been recognised in the nuclei of the dividing 
cells in cancer, the authors emphasise the new light 
thrown on these phenomena in a paper recently com- 
municated to the Royal Society by Professor Farmer, 


Mr. Moore, and Mr. Walker, entitled ‘“ Resemblances | 


Exhibited Between the Cells of Malignant Growths in 
Man and those of Normal ,Reproductivé Tissue.” A 
comparative study of the processes of cell-division in 
different forms of carcinoma and sarcoma occurring in 
animals yield complete confirmation of the discovery 
by these investigators of the special and very charac- 
teristic forms of cell metamorphosis and division which, 
previous to their observations on cancer in man, had 
wen accepted as peculiar to the normal reproductive 
tissues, 

Drs. Bashford and Murray point out that the trans- 
ission of malignant new growths has never been 
tected from man to animals, or from one animal to 
another of a different species; but, by the successful 
*xpernnental transmission of cancer from one animal to 
nother of the same species, it has been found that the 
tunours which develop are direct genealogical descend- 
ants of the cells introduced. These conclusions confirm 
those already obtained by Professor Jensen. Artificial 
ttansplantation differs from the secondary growths of 
“acer only in that the latter occur naturally from one 
rp to another in the same individual. while the former 
artificially effected from one individual to another. 
eg age Is IN No sense an infection, for the tissues of 
von — are merely the soil in which the trans- 

issue grows, and do not themselves become 
“ancerous, 
. - phenomena of cell division, indicating a similarity 
the — ne ein i tissues, may help :to_ explain 
wn the « - . us great power of multiplication, but 
touched a rem of the origin of cancer practically un- 
the charact Ney give, however, Important indications of 
which the = of the processes on_ the elucidation. of 
mlowioa ae of the question depends. The wide 
imits are nar ny te ot malignant new growths (its 
tl cancer : ” ¢ etermined) indicates that the cause 
mena of re te ve sought in a disturbance of those pheno- 
the forms ‘Proauction and cell life which are common to 

NS In which it occurs. 





With reference to the paper by Professor Farmer, Mr. 
Moore, and Mr. Walker mentioned above, a correspon- 
dent writes :— 


There seems much reason to believe that within the 
last few weeks a first real advance has been made with 
respect to our knowledge of the nature of cancerous 
diseasein man. The information showing that inquiry 
is moving in this much-to-be desired direction has ap- 
peared, in the first place, in a paper which was read 
before the Royal Society on November 10 by Prof. J. B. 
Farmer, Mr. J. E. S. Moore, and Mr. C. E. Walker. It 
isa technical and joint contribution, and in order that 
the significance of the contained observations may be 
made intelligible to the general reader, a slight exposi- 
tion of the cancer problem is desirable. 

Cancer is not a disease peculiar to man ; it is found in 
many other vertebrates as well, and essentially it is a 
rapid multiplication of the cells composing one or other 
of the numerous tissues of which the vertebrate body is 
built up. The cancer problem is thus essentially a cell 
problem, for if we can learn in what way this peculiar 
multiplication is brought about we are far on towards 
an understanding as to what cancer itself really is. 

Until the appearance of the communication just cited, 
two main views had been held in the world of medicine 
with respect to the nature of the disease. In the first 
place the cell growth has been regarded as the result of 
some specific parasite, like those which produce the en- 
largements witnessed in tuberculosis and the like, while 
in the second the growth has been regarded by Cohnheim 
and others as due to the inclusion in the adult animal of 
“embryonic” cells which in later life run wild. The 
new researches are not confirmatory of either of these 
views. They have grown out of a close study of the 
reproductive processes in animals and plants, and furnish 
an example of the practical results which frequently fol- 
low from what we are too often apt to disregard as the 
pursuit of pure science. 

Your readers may be familiar with the fact that a fern 
forms spores, these same spores when ripe fall upon the 
ground, and there grow into little heart shaped plants 
which are not in the least like ferns, and are called by 
botanists prothallia. It is upon these new plants that 
the sexual cells are produced, which after fusion grow 
up intoa fern. Thus the life of a fern is cyclical, and 
one of the most remarkable results of recent biological 
inquiry has been the demonstration of the fact that the 
cells of the fern differ from those of the prothallium in 
that they contain just twice as many little red-like bodies 
which stain with aniline dyes and have been called 
chromosomes. In the fern and the prothallium these 
numbers remain constant, and the reduced number in 
the prothallial cell is bronght back again to that of the 
original fern only by the fusion of the sexual elements. 

Now it has been found that in some ferns spores need 
not be formed, but that the reduced prothaltial tissue 
sprouts out upon the fronds in little masses, while in 
others the same result can be produced by artificial 
conditions, by pinning the fronds down on damp earth, 





whereupon after a time the prothallial growth spreads 
like a cancerous development round the edges of the 
frond. 

It has long been known that the cells of animals, like 
those of plants, contain constant numbers of chromatic 
rods, and it is further known that a similar reduction in 
these numbers takes place regularly in the development 
of the sexual cells; but what has not hitherto been  sus- 
pected is the fact first pointed out in the paper already 
referred to, that the changes witnesssed in the develop- 
ment of cancerous tissue are identical with those oceur- 
ring in the normal sexual reductions of the tissues both 
of animals and plants. = 

From the results of these observations, 1 correct, we 





reach, in fact, the singular conclusion that a cancerous 
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growth in man is precisely similar to the abnormal pro- 
duction of prothallial tissue on the fronds of the fern; or 
in other words, that the onset of this terrible human 
scourge is indirectly due to some of those not as yet 
fully understood causes which, like the tying down of the 
frond of the fern, induce the normal tissues of the body 
to enter on the reproductive or “reduced” phase of its 
life cycle. 

The immediate importance of these observations has 
been greatly enhanced by the further communication 
made to the Royal Society by Dr. Bashford and Dr. 
Murray yesterday. In this is found a complete confirm- 
ation of Farmer, Moore and Walker’s statements, while 
we have as well a complete illustration of the applicabil- 
ity of their views as to the nature of cancerous growths 
to a variety of vertebrates, including fish. 

In this way it would appear to be rendered highly 
probable that the conception of the nature of cancer 
above described is applicable to all the forms of life in 
which the disease is known, and this being so we natur- 
ally turn to the, perhaps, more human question of the 
possibility of its cure. In this direction it is unquestion- 
able that the new discovery may open up a wide field of 
possibilities. We know that the processes involved are 
in some cases, as in ferns, already under partial, if not 
complete, control; and thus there seems to be little room 
for doubt that the cure or arrest of the process in the 
human species is equally possible, while the direction in 
which it is to be sought may certainly be said to be 
already within sight.—7'he Times. 





CHRISTY V. TIPPER—“ ABSORBINE.” 


In the High Court of Justice, Chancery Division, Be- 
fore Mr. Justice Joyce, on Monday, Feb. 1st. 

This was an action for an injunction to restrain the 
defendants from selling of offering for sale any veterinary 
preparation not of the plaintiffs’ manufacture under the 
name of “Absorbine” or under any other name which 
by reason of colourable imitation thereof or otherwise 
was calculated to represent or lead to the belief that 
such preparation was a preparation of the plaintiffs, and 
to restrain the infringement of the plaintiffs’ registered 
trade-mark. The plaintiffs also claimed an injunction 
to restrain the defendants from passing off their goods as 
and for those of the plaintiffs. The defendants denied the 
allegation of passing off their goods as those of the plain- 
tiffs, and alleged that the registration of the word 
“absorbine” as a_ trade-mark was improper, and they 
applied to have the same removed from the Register. 
The plaintiffs, Christy and Co., were the agents in this 
country of the preparations of the plaintiff Young, who 
carried on business in America. The defendants were 
manufacturers of horse and cattle medicines, carrying on 
business in the United Kingdom and abroad As will 
be seen from his Lordship’s judgment, the question was 





_ word “aborb.” 


whether the word “absorbine” was an “invented word” | 


so as to be capable of being properly registered under 
section 64 of the Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks 
Act, 1888. That section provides that for the purposes 
of the Act “a trade-mark must consist of or contain at 
least one of the following essential particulars . a i 
(¢) an invented word or invented words ; or (e) a word or 
words having no reference to the character or quality of 
the goods.” 


Mr. Hughes, K.C., and Mr. Sebastian appeared for the | 


plaintitfs ; and Mr. Younger, K.C., and Mr. E. P. Hewitt 
for the defendants. 

Mr. Justice Joyce, in giving judgment, said that in 
November, 1901, the plaintiff applied for and subse- 


quently obtained the registration as a trade-mark of the | 


word “absorbine” in Class 2 in respect of “ chemical 


substances used for agricultural, horticultural, veteri- | 





nary and sanitary purposes,” and in Class 3 in respect of 
chemical substances prepared for use in medicine and 
vharmacy. The user of the word appeared to have 
em solely in connection with and as a designation of a 
liquid preparation professing to be especially prepared 
to absord and remove “ windpuff, capped hock, Mises oy 
pin, fatty tumours, enlarged glands, and all puffs and 
swellings.” The defendants, who are well-known manu- 
facturers and vendors of veterinary preparations, had 
previously made and sold an ointment — “ Tipper’ 
absorbent ointment ”—for application in cases similar to 
those for which the plaintiffs liquid remedy was adver- 
tised to be specially prepared or appropriated. Ata 
date practically contemporaneous with the plaintiffs 
application for their trade-mark “ Absorbine” the de- 
fendants, who appeared to be perfectly honest and 
honourable tradesmen, without any knowledge of what 
the plaintiffs were doing, changed the title of their ab- 
sorbent ointment to “ Absorbine,” and they bad sold the 
same under the title * Absorbine Tippers” ever since, 
though perhaps not in very large quantities. The plain- 
tiffs, having discovered what the defendants were doing, 
on March 30, 1903, instituted this action, not only for the 
usual relief in respect of the trade mark, but also for an 
injunction restraining the defendants from passing off 
their goods as and for those of the plaintitfs. The defend- 
ants replied with a motion to expunge the trade mark 
from the Register. At the conclusion of the trial, if not 
before, it was virtually admitted, on behalf of the plain- 
tiffs, that the only ground for the passing off action was 
the use of the word “ absorbine” ; and his Lordship then 
intimated, and, if necessary, he now decided, that if 
“ absorbine” were allowed to remain on the Register of 
Trade Marks the action for passing off, as distinguished 
from infringement of trade mark, was unnecessary. _ It 
was quite clear that the word “ absorbine” had obviously 
reference to the character or quality of the goods. It 
could only be registered, if at all, under section 64, sub- 
section (1)(d) of the Patents, etc., Act, 1888, as being 
an “invented word.” Whether it was or was not au 
invented word within the meaning of the statute was 
the single question that remained for his Lordship to 
decide. The first two syllables of the word under con- 
sideration were beyond all question the common English 
His Lordship had not been told how 
the whole word was invented. In the appplication for 
its registration in America it was spoken of by the appli 
cant as an arbitrary or arbitrarily chosen word. !t 
might simply be a misspelling of the present participle 
of the verb absorb, or it it might represent that partic: 
ple pronounced in a careless, slovenly fashion, his Lord- 
ship might almost say as frequently pronounced )Y 
ordinary people. If it were that, it was certainly 
incapable of regis:ration: in respect of sucha veterl 
nary medicament as that of the plaintiffs. Or it might 
be the common English word “absorb ” with a commor 
termination added thereto. Such a termination W& 
found in very many words designating chemical st!” 
stances, as might be seen by reference to the index ™ 
any manual of chemistry—e.y., chlorine, glycerine, Pel” 
sine, saccharine. It was also frequently found as a men" 
termination in the names of medicinal and other pr 


_parations which were sometimes referred to as pt" 


ine, 


peaery articles C.6fos maltine, phosphorine, sulpho aa 
( 


williantine, &e. When so used his Lordship was 
aware that the syllable “ine” had any meaning at 2" 
itself, nor had it any here. It was little, 1 anythin, 
more than a sort of flourish, rounding off the word hs 
expression to which it was attached in order to ase 
phonious name. His Lordship (Mr. Justice Joyce) oh al 
of no authority which required him to hold that ste". 
word as “absorbine ” was an invented word. a 
the syllables or parts of which the word was com) 
was invented, and his Lordship saw no invention 1 
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combining of them so as to form the whole. The case 
of “Linotype Company’s Trade Mark” (1900 ; 2 Ch., 
238), and he thought also the case of “Savonal” (Pell’s 
Trade Mark, 17 Pat. R., 266), were materially different 
from the present. In the circumstances he found him- 
self compelled to hold that “absorbine” was not an 
invented word ; and consequently it must be expunged 
from the Register of Trade Marks, and the action must 
be“disinissed, with the usual consequences.—7'he Times. 








ALLEGED EXCESSIVE CHARGES. 
At Brompton County Court on Monday, before Judge 
Stonor, Mr. Edward Sewell, veterinary surgeon, 38 Thur- 
loe place, S.W., sought to recover £2 7s. from Mr. W 
iecthoosion of 213 Camberwell New road, 8.E., the claim 
being in respect of professional services rendered and 
lotion, ete. supplied. 
The plaintiff put in the particulars of his claim. 
The defendant stated that in April last a horse of his 





was run into by another horse in King’s road, Chelsea, 
receiving some slight injuries to its head. The carman 
took the injured animal to the plaintiff's yard where it 
was attended by plaintiff, who now sought to charge 
two guineas for the one attendance, and five shillings for 
two bottles of lotion. In his claim at another Court, 
against the owner of the horse which caused the accident, 
witness had put in the present plaintiff’s account, but the 
Judge described it as excessive, and allowed only one 
guinea in respect of it. 

The plaintiff stated that the animal’s injuries were 
very severe indeed. Several arteries were more or less 
affected. The case occupied several hours. There was 
not the slightest cause for suggesting that the charges 
were excessive. 

Defendant: The attendance was only for about an 
hour, and I have paid £1 2s. into Court. 

The Judge: I think it is quite enough. Judgement 
for the defendant, with costs. The £1 2s. will, of course, 
be paid out to the plaintiff. 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 


1894 To 1903. 


Summary oF Returns, WEEK ENDING JANUARY 30, 1904. 

































































- ~ Foot- | Glanders “Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. 
Tite A Aecae neee 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks) mals. [breaks| mals. [breaks) mals. stad homes breaks. | tered * 
Week ended January 30, 1904 21 29 27 57 | 19 146 
( 1903 1 | a7 | .. | .. | 22 | 45 | 19 «68 
Correspouding week in | See 12 +=20 - - 22 | 36 46 253 
bi, 1901 20 | 2 | 4 174 | 37 | 53 31 205 
{ 
Total for 5 weeks, 1904 ‘ 102 129 | res 127 279 | 141 860 
1903 oe 77 +(| 122 94 197 oe | es 144 736 
Corresponding period in { 1902 76 | 119 ‘ - 117s -245 wT x0 198 1285 
1901 64 | 89 5) 177 135 262 “| 1 163 1041 





Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 2nd, 1904. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 








The Practice at the Royal Veterinary College. 
Pror. WoopruFF EXPLAINs. 


Sidney Withers, 18, labourer, of Ambhurst Road, 
ackney, surrendered to his bail at North London 
Police Court, on Saturday, 30th ult., to further answer 
4 charge of cruelty to a horse by walking it while in an 
unfit state, 

Mr. Arthur Littlejohn, one of the surgeons attached 
'o the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, said 
a he first saw the horse five or six weeks ago. It was 
mohrege and to attempt acure it was necessary to 
quently a SO The nerve was severed. Subse- 
pt le horse was brought to the College again and 
he ee from the end of the severed nerve. 
me cou d result from the use of this foot, as the 

os had been destroyed. 

* woiying to Mr. Nesbitt (for the defence) witness said 
hot see _. most of the operation himself. He did 
killed le horse after it had been stopped, as it was 


Mr. H Kin. ; ' ' 
rH, King Shaw said he examined the horse after 


dark yw 7 “ "i 
tk with the aid of lamps, and formed the opinion 
Jat It Was 
OWn, 


) 
Prof, Harold Woodruff, of the Royal Veterinary Col- 


not in a condition to be walked to Camden 








lege, said he wished to correct an impression which had 
got abroad as to the practice at the Royal Veterinary 
College. It was not true that animals were taken to the 
hospital to be practised upon by students. In the case 
of a lame horse the animal was trotted in the yard, and 
the student made his diagnosis, which was revised by 
the tutor or surgeon in charge, and then the operation 
was performed. There were, however, always present 
several fully qualified surgeons, who superintended and 
took part in the operations. In an average case the 
horse would be sufticiently recovered to wa'k down to 
the College within a week, but they left it to the owner 
to see if the horse was fit to travel. , 

Mr. Fordham said, as he interpreted the law, if he was 
satisfied that pain had been caused by the horse being 
led through the streets, a conviction must follow. He 
thought that the horse had been taken to the College 
through a misunderstanding between the owner of the 
horse and the authorities at the College. He Was quite 
satisfied, however, that there was no reflection upon thie 


| Royal Veterinary College, and the explanation he had 


| heard that day that operations were conducted under 
| proper supervision was only what he had expected, and 
| he hoped the explanation would be given publicity by 
| the Press. 

| The defendant was ordered to pay a fine of 5s. 
Lloyds. 
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“MICK” OR “JIM”? 
A TALE or A TERRIER. 

The magistrates were occupied for some hours on 
Wednesday, January 27th, in the hearing of a case in 
which Sergt.-Major Boland, of the 2nd V.b. East Surrey 
Regiment, living at the Drill Hall, summoned John Per- 
cival Crocker, of Draxmont, Wimbledon Hill, for unlaw- 
fully detaining a fox terrier dog, which he declared be- 
longed to him. Mr. Brandon, barrister-at-law, appeared 
for the complainant, and Mr. George Humphreys, barris- 
ter, defended. 

Mr. Brandon said complainant was on the permanent 
staff of the local volunteer battalion, and defendant was 
an undergraduate at Oxford, and the son of Mr. Crocker, 
of Draxmont. Complainant’s case was that he bought 
the dog (produced) froma Mr. Langham, the breeder, in 
May, it having been born the previous month. On the 
23rd October it strayed from the Drill Hall, and he did 
not see it until the 22nd December, when it returned 
wearing a collar bearing the name “J.T. Crocker, Ex. 
Coll.” Being very busy at the time he made no further 
enquiries then, but as he was satisfied it was his dog he 
kept it at his house until January 2nd, when it again 
strayed away. He went to look for it and found the 
butler from Draxmont leading it by a strap. Heat once 
made a claim, but defendant refused to give up the dog, 
which he alleged was sent to him at Oxford from Wales, 
and which, he further said, had won prizes at two 
annual shows. The whole case, therefore, turned on the 
animal’s age. The magistrates might think a great deal 
had been made of the case, but the dog had become the 
pet of the battalion, and naturally there was a good deal 
of feeling. 

Sergeant-Major Boland was called and bore out coun- 
sel’s statement. He was positive that the dog which was 
in the precincts of the court was his. 

The Chairman : Let us have the dog in here. 

The dog was brought into the court and put on the 
table. It proceeded to make a fuss of Mr. Humphreys, 
who happened to be nearest. 

The Chairman: It seems to know Mr. Humphreys 
better than anybody else. (Laughter.) 

Complainant, cross-examined, said his dog went by 
the name of Mick. He did not tell the police he had 
found a dog with a collar bearing the name of Crocker 
on it. Hedid not find “a” dog, but “his” dog. The 
dog did not “give him the slip” on the 2nd January ; it 

was running about the Drill Hall, and it strayed away as 
it had done before. 

Mrs. Boland said she had no doubt that the dog in 
court was her husband’s. When it came back it recog- 
nised her, it started playing with the children and with 
the eat, to which before it was lost it was much attached. 

Sergt.-Instructor Freeman said that to the best of his 
belief the dog produced was Sergt.-Major Boland’s. 

William John Langham, St. George’s Road, who bred 
the dog, said he had not the slightest doubt the dog pro- 
duced was the one he sold to the Sergt.-Major. 

It having been mentioned that the complainant only 
paid 5s, for the dgg he bought, 


Mr. Schwann remarked : If it-is only a 5s. dog, couldn’t | 
* { 


you toss for it and save all the trouble. (Laughter.) 
Mr. Mutter, who said he had had 40 years’ experience 
as a canine expert, particularly in regard to fox terriers, 


said he examined the dog on Monday, prior to which he | 


He | 


was a complete stranger to all parties in the case. 


had no doubt whatever that the dog was under 12. 


months old. He certainly did not think the dog was 
likely to win any prizes. 
Cross-examined, he said he formed his opinion as to 
its age by the peculiar blue colour of its teeth. 
Re-examined : It was no good for show purposes, be- 
cause of its shoulders. It would not pass any judge. If 


Mr. Samson, M.R.C.V.S., and one of the veterinary 
inspectors appointed by the Board for the Croydon 
Rural District, said he had examined the dog, and was of 
opinion that it was under 12 months of age. He went 
by its teeth, and generally agreed with Mr. Mutter. 

Cross-examined: He agreed that it was difficult in 
some cases to tell the age of a dog, but he had no doubt 
in this instance. 

Re-examined : He was quite sure the dog was not, as 
the defence alleged, over two years old. 

Mr. Humphreys for the defence, said that in spite of 
the expert evidence which had been called, he would be 
able to trace the history of the dog, and show beyond a 
doubt that it belonged to Mr. Crocker. He could take 
the history of the dog back step by step, prior to 
October, when the Sergt.-Major first lost it, and that, he 
thought, would be sufficient for the court. He pointed 
out that there was no break in his chain of evidence, 
whereas the Sergt.-Major had owned he had not seen the 
dog for a couple of months. 

The defendant, John Percival Crocker, said he was a 
student at Exeter College, Oxford, and on November 
24th he received at Oxford Railway Station a dog, which 
had come by rail. He kept the dog at Oxford until he 
came home in December, and then he brought it with 
him. On the 22nd December he was walking in Wim- 
bledon and lest the dog. He was quite certain the dog 
produced was his. 

Mr. Thomas E. Crocker, defendant’s father, recognised 
the dog produced as the one his son brought with him 
from, Oxford. 

John Kinch, butler and indoor servant to Mr. Evelyn, 
of Kinsham Court, Radnorshire, said he recognised the 
dognised the dog as one he bought with the rest of a 
litter in August last. It took a second prize at a show. 

Mr. Schwann observed that anybody could have 
had a better dog for nothing from him the previous day. 

Witness, continuing, said he sold the dog to a Miss 
Holmes. He was quite sure the dog in Court was the 
one,and he daresay if he called it Jim it would come tohim. 

The Chairman: Call it then. 

Witness did call it and whistled, but the dog ran past 
him and on to the Bench, and it was not until he called 
and whistled persistently that it went to him. 

William Newton, coachman in the service of Mr. 
Evelyn, also declared the dog was Jim, and the one that 
belonged to Mrs. Holmes. 

Herbert Hunt, groom at Draxmont, said the dog pro- 
duced was the one brought from Oxford on the 12th Dee. 

Matthew Clarke, M.R.C.V.S., said that from its 
general appearance the dog was over 12 months old. 
He put its ageat about 15 months. 

Thomas B. Arnald, another veterinary surgeon, gave 
it as his opinion that the dog was from 16 to 2! 
months old. : , 

Arthur Edward Cobley, under-gardener at Draxmont, 
said he was at the gate on the 2nd Jannary, and saw @ 
dog. He called it Jim, and it came to him, and he took 





it to the stables. 

The magistrates retired to consider their decision, and 
on their return, after a lengthy absence, 

The Chairman said: The Bench have 
conclusion, after giving the fullest consideration to @ 
the evidence, and especially to the evidence of age 0! 
both sides, that this dog is Sert.-Major Boland’, and 
they therefore made an order for it to be delivered Up 
' to him. 

In reply to Mr. 
Bench ordered defendant to pay 
| and £2 2s. additional costs. 

Mr. Brandon pointed out how inadequate 
be considering the number of witnesses ,who 
called and, 

The Chairman increased the amount of the 


come to the 


Brandon, the Chairman said the 
£1 8s. 6d. court costs 


that would 
had heel 


additional 


the dog had been exhibited at two annual shows it must | costs to £4 4s.—The Herald, Wimbledon. 
be at least two years and six months old, and it certainly 
was not that age. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, Patt MALL, Feb. 2. 
Major J. Cooper half-pay retires on retired pay. 











Personal. 

Captain BaLprey, of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment of India, who is on twelve months’ leave of absence, 
arrived in Brisbane on Thursday, December 10th. The 
visit is of a purely private nature, but Captain Baldrey 
isembracing the opportunity offered to gather as much 
information as possible on veterinary matters, particu- 
larly in regard to horse and cattle breeding, tick fever, 
and the methods adopted for prevention of the disease. 
The officer had just returned from a visit to the Beau- 
desert district, and proposed leaving on Dec. 11th for 
Hawkwood station, in the Chinchilla district, there to 
inquire into the methods of breeding horses and cattle. 
He expects to leave for America early in January.— 7’he 
Brishane Cowrier, Dec. 12th, 1903. 











CORRESPONDENCE. 


RE REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 
To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 
Sir, 

The Council having voted on the above matter it may 
now be interesting to consider the evidence. As I was 
denied any opportunity of correcting the numerous mis- 
statements made at last Council meeting, and had brought 
against me the garbled report of a private meeting, the 
majority at which consisted of present or past members of 
the Registration Committee, your sense of fair play will, I 
feel certain, ensure me a hearing. Mr. Wragg has ad- 
mitted (I.R., Jan. 23, 1904) that the Master of the Wor- 
shipful Company of Farriers informed him of the confi- 
dential proceedings of the Court of that Company in order 
that he might make them public: I need not say for the 
purpose of discrediting me. Without making any reflection 
onthe morality of this arrangement, I feel bound, with 
every respect for Mr. Wragg, to say that the performance 
proved wearisome, and I do hope that future defenders of 
the Committee will find some more attractive form of 
oratory than reading other people’s compositions, and some 
more reliable source of knowledge than their own imagi- 
nations, 

Thave no animus against any particular person in this 
matter, but I have a very strong feeling against the manner 
iu which the Registration Committee has proceeded. For 
the past ten years I have endeavoured by reasonable 
private representations to the Company to obtain reforms, 
and now I have not hesitated to sacrifice my position in the 
Company in order to further those reforms. My objections 
we set forth at some length in the letter (addressed to the 


he -F.) sent herewith, but they may be summarised as 
OlOWS : ; 


I objec ie : . 
object to the scheme because it is founded on a series of 


unjustifiable assumptions, viz.: That the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers has any exclusive right to grant the 
use of the letters R.S.S., to examine farriers, to issue 
diplomas, or the power either to exercise efficient control 
ie the men it registers or to protect the veterinary pro- 
ae their unjustified representations. With- 
pe Proce pomers the scheme should never have come into 
walling vecause there is nothing to prevent any farrier 
individual’ the letters R.S.S., nothing to prevent any 
cea wl or corporation issuing diplomas, nothing to 
cal se enders setting the W.C.F. at absolute defiance, 
degre bene in fact to prevent the examination and 
mga F eee a laughing stock at any moment by 
ns ee bold and well-informed. And, inas- 
powers wr, ar solemn farce of pre-supposing all these 
ception gone through at the beginning, a huge de- 

1 has been practised. The scheme has no sub- 


Stanti . : 
wor vl foundation and would collapse ai a touch if 
ng farriers knew it; rottenness. 


It has failed in both its avowed objects. It has not im- 
proved the trade because it has neglected the only means, 
viz., teaching and apprenticeship, by which improvement 
could be ensured; and it has not protected the public 
against unskilled workmen because the external signs by 
which it sought to distinguish its graduates. viz., the 
letters R.S.S., are the common property of all the world. 

I object to the scheme because, after promising to institute 
a practical examination, the Committee registered 3,200 
men without any examination at all : 

Because about 250 men were registered after an examina- 
tion declared by The Veterinary Record to be ‘a fraud on 
the public: ”’ 

Because nearly 1000 men more have been registered in 
defiance of the W.C.F.’s own resolution, that no man 
should be registered without ‘‘ undergoing and passing 
an oral and manual examination under the orders of the 

| Registration Committee :’’ 

| Because no attempt has ever been made to assist apprentice- 
ship: 

Because no attempt has ever been made to institute manual 
instruction ; though County Councils, with far smaller 
sums at their disposal than the W.C.F., have most suc- 
cessfully initiated such instruction : 

Because the policy of the Registration Committee in elect- 
ing to posts of trust persons who have accused it of fraud 
is incompatible with my humble, and possibly erroneous, 
opinions of what is becoming in English gentlemen : 

Because the use of the letters R,S.S. has been held out to 
working farriers as an inducement to them to part with 
hardly earned money : 

Because such letters suggest the degree of a university or 
learned body, and bring real degrees into contempt : 

Because these letters have been used for purposes of decep- 
tion, and the funds of the R.C.V.S. have been wasted in 
prosecuting offenders. 

In the Council meeting I made an erroneous statement 

which, however, at the time I believed to be strictly true. 

I said that the majority who, by two votes, decided to re- 

appoint the Registration Committee were all members of 

the Registration Committee itself. I should have said that, 
of the nine persons present, seven were, or had been, mem- 
bers of the Registration Committee. 

Turning now to Mr. Wragg’s mis-statements: It is not 
correct to state merely that I gave an undertaking not to take 
further action until Mr. Lambert’s report was presented. 
That is only half the truth. I expressly stipulated that 
in regard to the Council of the R.C.V.S. I reserved full 
liberty of action, and at the last meeting of the Farrier’s 
Company I reminded the Master of the fact. The need for 
this reservation is obvious, for had I failed to make it 1 
should of necessity have been dumb in the Council of the 
R.C.V.S., whilst Mr. Wragg and his friends might have 
said what they liked. 

It is not correct to state that 1 proposed an amendment 
that the Registration Committee be dissolved. In view of 
the attitude of the Master of the Company, and of the un 
disguised attempts to browbeat and interrupt me at the 
meeting I refused to move any such amendment. 

It is not correct to state that Mr. Lambert’s report was 
quite in favour of the Registration Committee. On the 
contrary it condemned that body on every.essential point, as 
I shall presently show. 

It is not correct to state that wu resolution was passed 
stating that the report was in favour of the Registration 
Committee. 

It is not correct to say that a resolution was passed that 
the Registration Committee be thanked for the work they 
had done. The proposer himself admitted that the Com 
mittee had pursued a mistaken course. 

Mr. Wragg has been misinformed on these points. If he 
is acting in the spirit with which I wish to credit him, and 
which is usual in gentlemen, he will withdraw the above 
assertions. 

I will now consider Mr. Lambert’s report. He takes 
what he terms my ‘‘charges,’’ numbering ther) as under, 
and I give the gist of his finding in regard to each. 

Charge I. That 3,000 men were registered without the 








remotest pretence at examination. Answer, * There is no 
doubt thet a very large number of smiths were registered 


' without undergoing any examination.”’ 
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Charge II. That since the resolution that no man should 
be registered without ‘‘ undergoing and passing an oral 
and manual examination under the orders of the Registra- 
tion Committee,’’ most candidates had been examined at the 
sole cost of Agricultural Societies. Answer. “It seems to 
me that it’’ (i.e. the above form of examination) ‘‘ cannot be 
considered to have been a strict compliance with rule 20 of 
the original scheme.”’ 

As regards Charge III. that the letters R.S.S. have been 
used for purposes of misrepresentation, Mr. Lambert finds 
that the names of the 35 offenders mentioned by me ‘ inclu- 
ding those who have been convicted of a breach of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeon’s Act, 1881, have not been removed from the 
Register.”’ 

Charge IV. Mr. Lambert does not consider there is such 
similarity between the Farrier’s diploma and that of the 
R.C.V.S., as to amount to a ‘‘colourable imitation.’’ But 
inasmuch as the R.C.V.S. has had repeated instances of 
holders of this certificate advertising themselves as ‘‘ exam- 
ined and passed by Professor Pritchard and Dr. Fleming,”’ 
and have put themselves forward as owners of ‘‘ veteri- 
nary ’’ forges, this objection is more apparent than real. It 
is clear that the certificate has been used for purposes of 
deception, and that in Wales, where there is only one word 
for ‘‘ veterinary surgeon ’’ and ‘‘ farrier’’ this deception is 
particularly easy. Mr. Lambert had the advantage of hav- 
ing before him the diploma of the R.C.V.S. for purposes of 
comparison. But if the certificate is of such a character as 
to facilitate persons who have never seen the diploma of the 
R.C.V.S., being deceived into the belief that a farrier is 
some kind of veterinary surgeon, then, although the words 
‘** colourable imitation ’’ may not, from a purist’s standpoint 
be absolutely accurate their use will not be condemned by 
any man of the world. 

Charge V. Mr. Lambert does not think I arn correct in 
supposing the Registration Committee has not been duly 
constituted for several years. The point is a nice legal one, 
and I bow to Mr. Lambert’s opinion. But from the moral 
point of view there is no room for disputing that when the 
original scheme broke up by the secession of the R.C.V.S. 
and the R.A.S.E., the public, who had previously and who 
subsequently subscribed money to the scheme, ought to 
have been specifically informed of the fact that the chief 
guarantors of efficiency had withdrawn. 

Charge VI. Mr. Lambert finds that the letter written by 
the Registration Committee to Professor McGill stating that 
the examination would be both ‘‘ theoretical and practical ”’ 
was duly reported in The Veterinary Record, and that from 
statements of Mr. Bayard, ‘‘ Professor McGill did offer to 
lend his forge for the purposes of an examination and to 
send up a number of men to be examined, but that the offer 
was declined.’’ 

Charge VII. Mr. Lambert finds that ‘‘ beyond providing 
a certain number of lectures in the years 1891, 1892, and 
1893 the R.C. has not taken any share in giving in- 
struction to farriers, and that it has done nothing with re- 
gard to apprenticeship.”’ 

Charge VIII. Mr. Lambert finds that a duly audited 
balance sheet and account of receipts and expenditure has 
been published year by year. 

Without any intention of showing disrespect, I may say 
that the London and Globe Finance Corporation did all 
these things but it would require some courage to defend its 
financial proceedings. 

Mr. Lambert offers no opinion as to my complaints re- 
garding lavish expenditure on rent and office expenses. If 
he had felt the expenditure was justified there is no room to 
doubt that he would have said so. 

Mr. Lambert thinks I have reflected on the honour and 
integrity of the Company. 

I was previously of the opposite opinion, but since the 
Company has decided to continue the Registration Com- 
mittee it assumes responsibility for the Committee’s acts, 
and I have never sought to disguise my opinions as to the 
doings of that body. 

Mr. Lambert says of the oral examination conducted in 
part by means of models: ‘‘ Even without reference to the 
opinions cited by Mr. Dollar ”’ (i.e. the condemnation of the 
examination as‘‘a shameful farce’’ and ‘‘a fraud on the 
public” by The Veterinary Record) ** the Court will probably 


have no difficulty in judging whether such an examination 
could be an adequate test of efficiency.’’ 

Evidently Mr. Lambert thinks it was no test of efficiency, 

Mr. Lambert avoids expressing any opinion as to the 
extremely grave charges brought by The Veterinary Recor( 
against the Committee and repeated again and again. 

If anyone can honestly persuade himself that the above is 
a report ‘‘favourable to the Registration Committee ” he 
will have no difficulty in equally persuading himself that the 
sun revolves around the earth, that the earth itself is as flat 
as a pancake, or that two and two make five. 

Jno. A. W. Do tar. 
56, New Bond Street, W., 
January 26th, 1904. 


PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO PROFESSOR 
HENRY POWER. 
Sir, 

In recognition of Dr. Power’s long connection with the 
Royal Veterinary College as Professor of Physiology—which 
connection was only severed by his retiring from public life 
at the end of the last Summer Session—it was thought by 
many, who appreciated his kindness and great ability, that 
the occasion should not be allowed to pass without some 
mark of appreciation. 

With this object in view a fund has been opened by the 
students at the College, and the Committee, feeling that 
there are many past students who would gladly assist in 
making the proposed testimonial a fitting one, wish to say 
| that any contributions, however small, will be gladly re. 
ceived and acknowledged in The Record by the Hon. Sec.: 

W. A. Broan. 





Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, N.W., 


Jan. 28. 





FISCAL POLICY AND COMPULSORY 
PUPILAGE. 


THE 


Sir, 

In these days when we read so much about veterinar’ 
depression, it behoves us to enquire into the prospects of 
the future veterinary surgeon, for what with mechanical 
traction, travelling inspectors, and police, our field of 
labour is becoming reduced daily and it occurs to me that 
sooner or later some form of compulsory pupilage must be 
adopted so that by educating the younger members of the 
profession we may at the same time benefit ourselves at a) 
rate. I should like to have the opinion of your readers 0! 
this subject. 

The schools have had a bad time of it we all know, but 
as our field of labour diminishes so must the output of 
veterinary surgeons according to law of supply and demand. 
To turn veterinary surgeons out into the world to starve’ 


not only a mistake but a sin.—Yours faithfully, , 
Grorce Uproy. 








RUPTURE OF THE HEART. 
Sir, 
I noticed in Mr. Taylor’s remarks on ‘ Rupture of the 
Heart’? (Vet. Rec., Jan. 30.) that when the pericardial oo 
was intact death was usually postponed for an hour or #8 
I made a post-mortem examination on a horse the ot = 
day and found a rupture of the right auricle with the pet 
cardial sac filled with blood. This horse was turned mud 
to grass apparently all right the night before and was = 
dead in the morning. He appeared to have dropped 0 . 
dead, no evidences of a struggle being visible on the ~~. 
This, then, is an instance of sudden death when the p@ 
cardial sac is not ruptured. oe 
James Wattace, M.R.C.V-5 


Cumnock, Feb. 1. 








ED.—Mess!s- 
C. W. Tyler: 
W. Summers: 


Communications, Books AND PapPeERS RECEIV 
W.A.Broad, George Upton, Jas. Wallace, 
J. Coleman, °H.J. Dawes, H. A. Stewart, 





J.Cameron. G.M. ~okly Tourndl: 
bi Farm,®Fieldvand Fireside, The Newcastle Weekty 
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